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third was impossible so long as Britain maintained her free trade
system; it was impossible to give a preference to imports from
the colonies without imposing a tariff, as it is called, on imports
from foreign countries. So in 1903 Chamberlain opened a
political campaign in favour of Tariff Reform, or a return to
'Protection5.

This placed the government in a difficulty. Most of its
supporters in the House of Commons were in favour of the
change but several cabinet ministers were not, and Balfour
wished to keep an open mind on the subject until it had been
much more fully investigated. Chamberlain left the government
and so did four free traders, including the Duke of Devonshire.1

As Chamberlain's campaign developed it became less a
campaign for imperial preference and more a campaign for
the protection of British industries against foreign, particularly
German and American, competition. It was pointed out that
practically all foreign countries imposed tariffs on British goods,
so why should not we do the same in return? On the other hand
'free trade', under which we had flourished for over half a
century, had become almost a religious doctrine with many
Englishman. The main battle was fought over cfood taxes', or
a return to the system of the Corn Laws. There was no industry
that needed protection so much as agriculture, but would the
average town-dwelling Briton consent to it? The slogan 'Your
food will cost you more' may have been bad statesmanship but
it was effective politics*. Anyhow, the campaign divided the
Conservatives and reunited the Liberals. Balfour's attitude,
which may be expressed ia the words, "There is no hurry, and
the points at issue are extremely complicated; let us all think it
over a bit longer', merely annoyed both parties, for a prime
minister is expected to have clear views, even if wrong ones, on
every subject presented to him.

Chinese Labour. Then the government made a big mistake in
South Africa. The mineowners were short of labour for re-
starting the gold mines, and asked permission to import 50,000
Chinese, to which the government weakly consented. The

1 'The Duke* resigned several days later than the others. There were
reasons for this3 but of course the humorists said that *the Duke' had
only just woken up.